MANCHESTER’S WOODLAND PARK TRUST (CATHEDRAL PINES)

AND

ESSEX’S COOLIDGE TRUST

Manchester section

Lamson, History of Manchester, page 193 (1895)
“On the ‘Essex road’ the woods have been preserved by purchase, through the efforts and liberality of summer residents, to form a continuous shaded drive under leafy arches and between mossy and fern-covered depths, with shafts of sunlight woven with waving branches of hemlock, oak and pine.

“Through the energetic influence of Mrs. Alice M. [Towne] Lincoln, a strip of seven rods on each side of the road, for a greater part of the way was secured partly by gift, but mainly by purchase, the sum of $3,500 being contributed for the purpose by summer residents in Manchester and Beverly; the whole being deeded with the condition that the wood be preserved forever.”

Town Warrant, March 15, 1880

Article 22:  To see if the town will accept the woodlands that are now, or may be purchased and presented to the town, to be preserved and kept for a shade and ornament.

Voted: That the Selectmen be instructed to purchase of Messrs. Lee and Coolidge, Trustees, such lands as are included in their communication, submitted to the Town under date of March 10, 1880, or may be hereafter purchased and conveyed to the Town by said Trustees under the same condition. [No town funds were expended.]

Town Warrant, March 8, 1883

Voted: That the Town will accept a deed and dedication of certain woodlands along the line of the Essex New Road as a Public Park, in addition to a similar acceptance of adjoining lands voted in 1880.

Town Warrant, March, 1885

Article 21:  To see if the Town will accept a deed and dedication of certain woodland along the Essex New Road in the Town, as a Public Park in addition to a similar acceptance of adjoining lands voted in 1880 and 1883.

Voted:  That the Town accept a deed and dedication of certain lands upon the Essex New Road, as a public woodland and park, as set forth and described in the petition of T. Jefferson Coolidge and Henry Lee to the Selectmen, dated March 16, 1885, and that said petition be placed on file in the Records of the town.

Town Meeting Warrant, March 1887

Voted: To spend $80 to have a map made of the Essex woods parcels.

Town Warrant, March 17, 1890

Article 11:  To see if the Town will erect bounds and place suitable signs on its Park Woodland in Essex woods, and provide for the payment of same.

Voted:  That $75 be appropriated for placing in position bounds in the Town’s “Park Woodlands.”
Town Warrant, March 19, 1894

Article 36:  To see if the Town will authorize the Selectmen to have a map made of the woodlands along the “Essex road” which were donated to the Town by Henry Lee and T. Jefferson Coolidge, trustees of a certain fund subscribed for the purpose of preserving the trees thereon for the public use and benefit.

Plan:  Woodland Park, Essex and Manchester, Massachusetts, prepared 
By R. C. Allen, May 1910. Plan Book 35, Plan 21, Sections A and B.

Town Warrant, March 20, 1908

Article 50: To see if the Town will accept a deed and dedication of certain woodlands along the Essex New Road as a Public Park in addition to similar acceptances heretofore voted by the Town.

Mr. R. C. Lincoln, with reference to the subject matter contained in this article, stated that there was a misunderstanding as to the location of the lands and that he desired no action at this time, offering, however, the following resolution:

Resolved: That whereas our townsman, Mr. Julius F. Rabardy, has given to the Trustees of the Essex Woods Fund certain land in the town of Essex, bordering upon the beautiful woods road between Manchester and Essex and adjoining the lands in Manchester heretofore accepted by our town as a public woods park, said land to be held by them in trust as a part of this Reservation.

Now therefore, the Town of Manchester desires to express and record its appreciation of the public spirit and generosity which prompted this gift made by Mr. Rabardy in the hope that others may feel a like interest in promoting this public benefit.

Essex Woods Fund, September 4, 1924

This is to certify that the Town of Manchester has received from Roland C. Lincoln, as trustee of the Essex Woods Fund, the sum of $534.88, the same to be by said Town devoted and applied to the care and preservation of the trees and woodland situated on each side of the old Essex Woods Road, so called, which are held and maintained by said town as a public park or woods.

Brass plaque at Cathedral Pines on Old School Street, 1924
“To the Glory of God and the Benefit of Mankind, 

These Woods are Preserved Forever — 1879

The plaque was installed after the Town of Manchester accepted the final group of parcels along School Street and Southern Avenue that had been purchased between 1879 abd 1905 by a group of private citizens, headed by T. Jefferson Coolidge and Henry Lee. The acquisitions were made to protect the trees from being removed. A small trust fund came with the land.

The plaque went missing twenty years ago, but was recovered, restored, and firmly cemented to the stone courtesy of Al Creighton in 1998. 

Essex section

Town Warrant, March 1905

Voted to indefinitely postpone holding land.

1906: T. Jefferson Coolidge to Roland C. and Alice N. Lincoln, trustees 

Six parcels in Essex that had been acquired in trust by T. Jefferson Coolidge and Henry Lee (deceased) between 1879 and 1883 were turned over to Mr. and Mrs. Lincoln, as trustees. The Town of Essex had refused to accept these parcels and Coolidge wanted to resign from the Trust. Parcels were to be held in trust for conveyance and transfer to the Town of Essex at a later date, to be held by it for the public use and benefit of the inhabitants thereof as a public forest park or woods park. 

 “But nothing herein contained shall be taken or construed to prevent the continuance q the trust hereby established during the lives of said Roland C. Lincoln and Alice N. Lincoln and the survivor of them, and the term of twenty years next succeeding the date of the death of such survivor; it being hereby expressly provided that said trust shall continue during that period unless sooner terminated by the accomplishment and fulfillment of all the objects and purposes hereof, by the purchase and conveyance of land as aforesaid, and whatever lands and property, real or personal, may at the end of the period hereby limited remain in the trust hereby established shall forthwith be transferred and conveyed to the said Town of Manchester, for the further accomplishment of the objects and purposes herein declared; and to be held in trust for the inhabitants thereof accordingly.” Book 1846, Page 480.

1908:  Julius Rabardy to Roland C. and Alice N. Lincoln, trustees of the Essex Woods Fund

Two additional parcels of land on each side of the County Road in Essex were added to the trust (Book 1909, Page 180). “Lot A is conveyed subject to and reserving to the grantor, his heirs and assigns, the right to construct at any time a road to the land in the rear of said lot not over forty feet in width at any place across the granted premises, and the right to maintain and use the same for all purposes….”

Town Meeting, March 24, 1921

Vote to accept 14.2 acres in seven deeds in trust from Roland C. and Alice N. Lincoln, trustees of the Essex Woods Fund, transfer recorded in Book 2478, Page 160.

Coolidge Fund:  First mentioned in 1921 Town Report: Registered bond, $1,000; balance in Beacon Trust Co. $691.31.

Note: Many of the trees that the towns of Manchester and Essex were legally obligated to preserve were removed when the road was widened and somewhat rerouted in the 1960s. See 1957: County Commissioners, relocation of Southern Avenue/School Street, Book 4406, Page 558. See also Plan Book 90, Plan 9.
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